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Summary: AU. Alive Kushina. Uzumaki Naru was his best-friend, the 
first person Tsuna could honestly say who believed in him, the only 
person who defended him from the harsh words of the people around 
them. It was for that reason alone, he would undergo Reborn's 
training just so Naru didn't have to protect him because he wanted to 
protect her for once just like she always did. 


1 . Chapter 1 

**A/N: This has been in my mind for a few days now and wouldn't leave 
me alone until I write it down.** 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 

><p>When Sawada Tsunayoshi was five years old, he met 
Namikaze-Uzumaki Naru for the first time.<p> 

He remembered playing in the sandbox when a smiling blond-haired girl 
fell down in the sand, destroying the sand castle he worked so hard 
to make. The first thing which came to Tsuna 's mind was how she was 
the only person, besides the strange man who visited him once every 
year, that had yellow hair. The second thing which came to his young 
mind was the fact her yellow hair reminded him like the blazing sun. 
The third thing which finally came to his mind has how he never met 
the girl until today or the fact that she looked to be the same 
age . 

"Sorry, " the blond-haired girl said, smiling widely at him as she run 
her hand through her hair. "I didn't mean to knock over your 
castle ! " 


"It's okay," he said, looking down at the crushed castle that he 
spent so long making. 



She frowned. "It's not okay! You made an awesome castle and I destroy 
it ! " 


"It wasn't good," he muttered, flushing red at her words. It really 
wasn't that good, the towers weren't all that straight and the walls 
were slumped, just ready to crash down. It wasn't as good as the 
other kids' castle but it had been better than the ones he usually 
made, a little bit bigger and a little less crooked. 

The blond-haired girl blinked her eyes and shook her head. "Nope! It 
was so cool, better than any castle I could make! The towers were so 
tall and I liked the walls, it looked better than every other kid's 
castle I saw and I've seen so many! Y ' know can you teach me how to 
make one?" 

"S-Sure. " 

"My name is Uzumaki Naru but you can call me Naru or Naru-chan but 
don't call me Uzumaki Naru or else I think I'm in trouble because 
that's what my Mama says to me whenever I'm being naughty," Naru 
said, smiling so brightly at him. "What's your name?" 

"S-Sawada T-Tsunayoshi but you can call me Tsuna, " he stuttered, 
poking his fingers together and looking away from the smiling girl as 
she continued to stare at him. "I-It's nice to meet you 
Naru-san . " 

"Naru-chan or Naru, Tsuna! Don't call me Naru-san!" The blond-haired 
girl declared, smiling so wide that Tsuna wondered if her mouth could 
stretch any further. "I-If we're going to be the best of friends then 
you need to call me Naru or Naru-chan! Best-friends shouldn't be so 
formal, it's a rule. My Mama says so." 

"B-Best friends?" He stuttered, feeling his heart tightened as the 
blond-haired girl flushed red in embarrassment. 

"If you want us to be, I understand if y-you don't want the new kid 
to be your best friend," Naru said, rubbing the back of her neck. 

"But I want to be your friend! Do you go to Namimori 
kindergarten? " 

"Y-Yes . " 

"I'm starting there on Monday," Naru babbled. "And Mama and I just 
move here and don't know anyone but I really want to know somebody 
there and I don't have any friends here but it'll be nice if you 
became my friend." 

"Y-Yes," Tsuna said, stopping the girl from her babbling. "I-I want 
to be friends with you." 

"Will you really?" She cried, looking so lost and hopeful reminding 
him of the puppies that their neighbours had but unlike those 
puppies, Naru wasn't that scary, loud and talkative but she wasn't 
that scary. 

(It would only be nearly ten years later when they started middle 
school, when he looked back at his past that Tsuna would say that 
might have been the only time Naru had ever looked so lost and 



hopeful because Uzumaki Naru was unstoppable, so loud and confident 
that she demanded attention. It was a fact he loved and hated her for 
it because how could she do it so easily?) 

"Yeah! I made a friend! Do you want to meet my Mama? She always told 
me to introduce any new friends to her and since you are here and 
Kaa-Chan is here, I will show you my Mama! My Mama is the prettiest 
woman in the whole world and the coolest person you can meet ! " The 
blue-eyed girl babbled, pulling him up. 

"Y-You want me to meet your Mama?" 

"Why wouldn't I? You are going to be my best friend and best friends 
should meet each other parents, " Naru declared before closing her 
mouth. For a moment, she hesitated before looking at him with 
suspicious eyes. "My Papa isn't here, though. Mama told me he went up 
to be with Kami . . . you ' re still my friend right? You don't mind being 
friends with me even though my Papa is with Kami?" 

Tsuna shook his head and admitted. "No, I don't mind being 
f riends . . . m-my Papa isn't here too." 

"Really? Where is he?" Naru asked, looking wide-eyed at him. "Is he 
like my Papa? Is he with Kami too?" 

Tsuna glanced at his mother, who had a huge smile on her face and her 
bright brown eyes were glittering with hope and surprised, thought 
about how his Mama would giggle and tell him how manly his father 
was. His Papa was alive, he thought, but he didn't know where he 
is . 

Shrugging his shoulder, Tsuna answered, "I don't know where he is but 
I think he's alive." 

The girl grinned. "If he's alive and he comes here to visit, I want 
to meet him cuz he's my best-friend father and I bet he's going to be 
as awesome as you." 

That was the day Tsuna became best-friends with Namikaze-Uzumaki 
Naru, the day he made his first and only friend until the day Reborn 
came to his life, crashing every single plan he had, destroying his 
normal life with his craziness but if you asked his best-friend, Naru 
would say that was the day their life became so much more interesting 
but in Tsuna 's opinion, Naru was only saying that because she wanted 
to have an adventure like those ninja stories her mother told her. 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>AN : **Tell me what do you think about it so far? ** 


2 . Chapter 2 

**A/N: I want to thank everyone who reviewed as well as to everyone 
who added this story to their favourites and follows.** 

■jk" "jk" "jk" 


><p><spanXstrong>Nine years later<strong> 



Today had to be one of the worse days of her life, Naru thought to 
herself as she pressed her hands into her school skirt pockets. She 
had the stupid Math teacher picking on her because her mother had 
flat out refused to go on a date with him, which she approved because 
Naru would hate to have that man in her house. She just had gym where 
everyone fought over who gets her because apparently they all didn't 
like the idea of having fun and if that wasn't bad enough, some of 
her classmates tried to skip off so they could see the boys play 
basketball . 

Shaking her head, Naru glanced down at her shirt and shook her head. 
Could she even be bother to change out of her outfit? If she wanted 
to go help Tsuna with his cleaning duties then she better hurry up. 
Kami, she didn't want to miss out on reheating the delicious bowl of 
ramen her mother decided to make for her. 

Humming a small tune, Naru made her way towards the gym. She couldn't 
wait for the school day to finish because as soon as she went back 
home, her mother was going to teach her some more ninjutsu and 
fuinjutsu. She already mastered the shadow clone jutsu as well as 
most of the wind-affinity jutsus and the Rasengan but she hadn't 
mastered her father's Hiraishin jutsu. If she mastered that then she 
was on her way of becoming even stronger than her father. 

She was going to surpass her old man. 

Nodding her head, Naru stopped walking when she caught sight of Tsuna 
slumped against the wall with a depressed look on his face. She 
grimaced. What did Kyoko do? Naru thought to herself as she slowly 
made her way towards the other side of the gym. Her best friend only 
got this depress whenever there were rumors about the girl he liked 
dating someone or ridiculous rumors about her. 

Kami, what the hell did he even see in Kyoko? She was a nice girl and 
a great friend but Naru couldn't understand why the hell he liked 
her. What the hell did she do to deserve it? Her best friend didn't 
deserve a girl like Kyoko, he deserved better than her. He deserved a 
girl who acknowledge him, who actually noticed his existence, not a 
girl who barely acknowledge her best-friend. 

"What the hell happened for you to become this upset, Tsuna?" Naru 
asked, kneeling down. 

"Kyoko . " 

"Yeah I could guess that, " Naru answered, rubbing the back of her 
neck. "What exactly happened with Kyoko for you to act like 
this ? " 

"She's dating Mochida-senpai, " Tsuna answered, looking so heartbroken 
that Naru was tempted to either hit the boy in the head for jumping 
to conclusions or hug him and tell him that things were going to be 
okay. "What is the point of me going to school if she is dating 
him? " 

"Well you can go to school to keep me company, " Naru said, smiling 
widely at him. "Y'know I'll be so bored if you don't come to school, 
school isn't the same without my best friend. Besides, she isn't 
worth skipping school for, now if you want to skip school to help me 
do a prank on my Mum." 



Tsuna quirked his lips and shook his head. "I think I'll pass 
Naru-chan, your Mum will kill us if you do another prank on 
her . " 

She grinned. "Yeah she would but I need to keep her on her toes." 

"I don't understand why you keep doing those pranks on her," Tsuna 
said, putting his head between his hands. "Your mum works really hard 
to help you and she teaches you all of your family techniques so why 
do you do it? Don't you think you should give her a break?" 

Naru sighed and looked up at the wall. "I know but she needs to be 
kept on her toes." 

"I think the fact you always get into trouble means she is always 
aware," Tsuna said, rolling his eyes at her. "Anyways what am I going 
to do about Kyoko? Should I avoid her now? Should I just leave and go 
back home? Why is she dating Mochida-senpai ? Naru, why would she date 
him? I know she's out of my league but... why him? Why him of all 
people? " 

_Because she's a blind idiot, _ Naru thought to herself, rubbing the 
boy's shoulder as he continued to tell her about his concerns and 
plans now that the girl he loved was dating the kendo captain. She 
really was a blind idiot to choose a sexist ass like Mochida over a 
sweet boy like Tsuna, Naru thought, gazing at her sulking best 
friend. Even though Tsuna never confessed to Kyoko, it was obvious to 
everyone in their class that Tsuna was in love with Kyoko. 

Though Naru had to wonder what her friend saw in the girl. 

"Y'know if she is dating Mochida then she's an idiot," Naru said, 
curling her lips into a smile. "I mean why date a sexist like Mochida 
instead of dating someone as nice and kind as you? You're a way 
better catch than Mochida-senpai." 

"He's the captain of the Kendo team... I'm nobody, Naru, I'm not like 
you," he pointed out to her. "I'm not as confident as you or the 
captain of some team like you are. I can't ever be a better catch...I 
mean my grades aren't that good and I'm not that good in anything I 

do. " 

"That isn't true," Naru protested, crossing her arms. "You're good at 
being my best-friend, you're good at making sure of smile and Mama 
even say that you're as good as her when it comes to calligraphy and 
y'know how hard it is to make my mum give a praise like that." 

Tsuna flushed red at her words and rubbed the back of his neck, a 
habit Naru knew her best-friend did whenever he felt embarrassed 
about her compliments. She didn't understand why he was embarrassed 
about something that was true. Her mother said Tsuna 's calligraphy 
was better than most people her mother knew, was even better than 
Naru's own father and her father was one of the best sealmaster in 
the world. 

If Tsuna learnt fuinjutsu then Naru had no doubt her best friend 
would be even better than her. 

"Thanks Naru for saying that," Tsuna said, smiling at her. "Even 



though some of the things you said weren't true, you know how to make 
me feel better." 

"Everything I said to you is true," Naru told him. "I believe in you 
Tsuna, isn't that enough? You might not be like Mochida or Yamamoto 
or Ryohei or like any of the guys in our school but you are a better 
guy than any one of them. You're the guy I know who will stick by me 
when things get rough, you're the only guy I know who doesn't act 
oblivious to the world around them or is sexist. You're also the only 
person, besides me, who I think is going to be somebody. You're going 
to be somebody important, I can feel it in my 
bones . " 

"Naru-chana€ 1 " 

"I never lie about these things, Tsuna, you know that right?" Naru 
said, grinning. "You're going to be someone so important that I'll be 
able to rub it in everyone's face that they were stupid for not 
believing in you and Kyoko-chan will be so sorry she never thought of 
looking at you . " 

"Naru-chan, I-I can't blame her for not looking at me like that," 
Tsuna admitted, taking a deep breath. "Heck, I'm still surprised that 
you're still friends with me after all this time. You're one of the 
most popular girls in school and yet you still talk to me, still hang 
out with me when our friendship could ruin your popularity, " 

"Y'know the friends I have in our class aren't really my real 
friends, " Naru said softly, smiling widely at him. "They just pretend 
to be friends with me because they want something from me, like my 
secrets on how I do well in tests or in hopes that I can talk to 
their crush about them. They don't see me as me, not like how you do. 
You know everything about me and I know you will always have my 
back... they will never ever have my back." 

"Naru-chan, you are my best friend," Tsuna said, smiling at her. "I'm 
suppose to have your back just like you always have my back." 

Why couldn't Kyoko see her best friend? Naru wondered, pushing 
herself up from the ground. Even if Kyoko wasn't seeing the Kendo 
Captain, Naru doubted the girl would ever really look at her 
best-friend. The girl was a complete and utter airhead at times, a 
fact her mother would always say to her whenever Kyoko came to their 
house. What the hell did that boy see in her friend she didn't know 
but she did know Tsuna deserved better than Kyoko, deserved someone 
who would protect him, someone who saw the boy for who he was. 

Kyoko would never really see Tsuna for who he was. 

"Y'know if you want I can ask Kyoko if she is seeing the Kendo 
Captain," Naru said, smiling at her. 

Tsuna blinked his eyes and shook his head. "It's okay Naru, you've 
other things to worry about. My girl problems are nothing compared to 
the work around the house you have to do with your Mum." 

"Y'know, you can come over to my house and we will play all the video 
games that you want." 


"But isn't today the day your mum teaches you stuff to do with her 



family?" Tsuna asked, furrowing his eyebrows. "I don't want to stop 
you from learning your family's secrets." 

Naru shrugged her shoulder. "If I tell my mum that you're hurt that 
your crush is dating your bully then I think she'll understand. In 
fact, I think she might even try to tell you the story of my Dad and 
her and how she didn't think much of him." 

"I still don't understand how your Mum fell in love with your Dad 
even though she said she didn't think much of him." 

Naru smiled. "The story of how my parents fell in love should be a 
book, Tsuna because if I tell you the story then I doubt you'll 
believe it since you don't believe the ninja stories my mother used 
to tell us . " 

"What? Your Dad saved your mother during the battlefield?" Tsuna 
asked, raising his eyebrow. 

"Nope," Naru answered, grinning. "He saved her from being 
kidnapped . " 

"How old were they when this happened?" 

"Don't know but I think they were thirteen when it 
happened . " 

"Right... I don't believe it." 

"I know but you wanted me to tell you," Naru said, grinning. "My 
point is, you can come over to my house and we'll play so many games 
that it isn't funny." 

"I think I'll pass Naru, I think I'll rather be at home." 

Naru sighed. "Alright but Tsuna, don't let her put you down. I'll 
give you space but if I find out that you're still moping around 
tomorrow, I'm going to drag you over to my house and make you play 
video games and listen to me rant about how Kyoko is an idiot for not 
noticing you. I hate seeing you like this." 

She wasn't kidding because if there was one thing she couldn't stand, 
it was seeing her best-friend sad like this. 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>"Naru-chan, what's the matter?" Her mother asked her as soon as 
she walked into their small home. Naru blinked her eyes at her 
mother, smiled widely before shaking her head at her mother. If she 
told her mother that Tsuna was upset about the fact the love of his 
life was apparently dating someone else and she felt sad for him then 
Naru knew her mother would jump to conclusions on why she was upset. 
Ever since she first introduced her mother to Tsuna, her mother 
thought she and Tsuna were dating. <p> 

Naru couldn't imagine herself dating Tsuna because the way he was now 
made it hard for her to ever look at him in that way. 


"Tsuna is heartbroken that Kyoko-chan is dating Mochida-senpai , " Naru 
finally said, taking a seat on the counter. "I don't understand Mama, 



why Tsuna likes her. Have you seen Kyoko-chan? And you know Tsuna 
right? Don't you think if those two date each other that it'll be the 
worse thing that ever happen to them?" 

Her mother laughed and tilted her head, looking so thoughtful that 
Naru wondered if this woman right in front of her was her mother 
because Naru had never seen her mother looked so thoughtful before. 
Shaking her head, Kushina gave her a big smile, handed her a bowl of 
ramen and nodded her head. 

"I think Tsuna likes her because she is a nice girl, who looks very 
innocent and cute. It also doesn't help she reminds him of Nana," 
Kushina answered. "But I don't think your best friend and her would 
ever last if they did date. What Tsuna feels for Kyoko is puppy love 
and one day he will get over her because Tsuna will never be happy 
with her. But Naru-chan, why does it make you unhappy? Are you 
jealous that Tsu-kun doesn't look at you like how he looks at 
Kyoko? " 

Naru stared at her mother for a good five seconds before laughing. 
"Mama, I don't like Tsuna like that! He's my best friend. Mama, I 
can't ever look at my best friend like that and he isn't that strong. 
I'm not dating a weakling Mama, I'm going to date someone that is, at 
least, the same level as me. Tsuna isn't like that. I'm always 
protecting him Mama ... and I haven't even told him about the Kyuubi, 
do you really think Tsuna will still be my friend if I told him that 
I carry a nine-tailed fox inside of me? I can't lose my friendship 
with Tsuna . " 

"Naru-chan, you won't know until you tell him but I understand how 
you feel, " her mother said softly, flickering her eyes at the photos 
of her and her father. "It took me a very long time to tell your 
father about the Kyuubi because I couldn't continue my relationship 
with him without him knowing this. I was afraid of your father not 
wanting to be with me because of Kyuubi but your father proved me 
wrong. He was taken back but he never let the Kyuubi ruined our 
relationship. If Tsuna really values your friendship then he won't 
have any problem with the Kyuubi . " 

"But what if he does have a problem with it?" Naru asked, clenching 
her hands into a fist. "Mama, I don't want to lose our friendship. I 
don't want anyone to know... I don't want us to move around like we 
did when I was younger." 

"We didn't move around because of the Kyuubi," her mother said 
sharply. "We moved away from Konoha because your father was the most 
idiotic man I knew! Seriously, what the hell was that idiot thinking 
of letting everyone know you are the Kyuubi ' s jinchuriki?" 

"Then why did we move from Sunagakure? Why did we move from every 
other place?" Naru asked, pressing her hands together. "Why didn't we 
stay in Konoha?" 

Her mother sighed. "Naru, do you remember how Gaara-kun was treated 
in Sunagakure?" 

How could she forget it? Everyone avoided Gaara because of the fact 
he carried the one-tail demon inside of him. They treated him like he 
was someone to be scared of, not a little boy who was lonely. She 
remembered how much fun it was to play with him but also how annoying 



it was that every kid told her to avoid Gaara. 

She never listened to them. 

"Yes . " 

"That could be you in Konoha, " her mother said softly. "When you were 
born, I made a vow to myself that I would give you the life your 
father and I could never have. I couldn't stop you from becoming a 
jinchuuriki and it was a miracle that I survived the Kyuubi ' s attack 
but, I could give you a life filled with friends and hope. If we had 
stayed in Sunagakure any longer than war could potentially break out 
because even though we had the protection of Gaara ' s father, I know 
the old farts in the council will try their hardest to take you away 
from them so they could use you for their own means." 

"So why Namimori?" 

"Because no one would consider you being here, " Her mother explained. 
"Only a select group of people knows that we live here. The Hokage, 
Kakashi, and Jiraiya, everyone else will think that we're dead. It 
wasn't easy for me to decide to come here but I'm glad that we came 
here because you have made so many wonderful friends." 

"Mama... I can't continue living a life like a civilian," Naru softly 
admitted. "I love my friends and I hate the idea of parting from 
Tsuna but I can't ever become a doctor, lawyer or a businesswoman. I 
want to be a ninja like you are." 

Her mother smiled widely. "I know and I know you'll be the best 
kunoichi that the whole world will see." 

"Really? Even though I have never been in the Academy, do you really 
think I can become the best?" 

Kushina smirked. "You're my daughter aren't you? No daughter of mine 
will be upstaged by some girl who thinks more of their makeup and 
boys then their training. Besides, you are your father's 
child. " 

"Would he be proud of me?" 

"He would be very proud of you, " her mother said softly, giving her a 
small smile. "Your father would be so proud of the woman you are 
going to become... and he would definitely hate Tsuna." 

"Why would Dad hate Tsuna?" 

"Because he's a boy," her mother said, smiling widely. 

" I don ' t get you . " 

"When your father found out that I was pregnant, he decided right 
then and there that you were going to be a girl, " her mother said 
fondly, rolling her eyes. "So of course, he decided that every boy 
under the age of six was his enemy because he thought they were going 
to steal you away from him." 


"I wasn't even born. 



"I know and I yelled at him for that," Kushina said, shaking her 
head. "But I want you to know that your father loved you a lot and 
the decision of sealing the Kyuubi inside of you wasn't an easy one 
for him to make. If your father had any other choice, he would have 
tried to spare you the pain of carrying the 
Kyuubi . " 

"Mamaa€ 1 " 

"Yes, Naru-chan?" 

"My life could have been a lot worse," Naru said, smiling widely. 
"Gaara didn't have a mother and his father is an ass and his siblings 
are terrified of him but, I have a Mama who loves me unconditionally 
and is always there for me. If I didn't have you then I'll be so 
lonely so I'm glad that you're here with me." 

Her mother smiled at her comment and before Naru could blink her 
eyes, her mother pulled her in for a hug. 

Usually, Naru would flush red and tell her mother to stop hugging her 
but after the day she had, Naru decided that maybe this one time she 
would let her mother hug her because she truly did miss it. 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>The next day when Naru went to school, she couldn't help but 
notice that there was something strange about her classmates. They 
kept glancing at her, giving her looks of pity before shaking their 
head and looking at each other. What the hell was happening? She 
wondered, taking her seat beside Hana. The black-haired girl gave her 
a look of pity before glancing at Kyoko and then glanced at 
her . <p> 

"Okay, Hana, tell me what the hell is happening for everyone to give 
me looks of pity?" 

"Did that pervert Tsuna tell you what happened last night?" Hana 
asked her, crossing her arms. 

Naru shook her head. "First off Hana, don't call Tsuna Dame-Tsuna? 

And secondly, what the hell happened last night? And thirdly, Tsuna a 
pervert? I've seen perverts and Tsuna isn't one!" 

"He confessed to Kyoko-chan in his underwear, " Hana explained, 
clenching her hands into a fist. "That perverted friend of yours 
confessed to Kyoko-chan in his underwear." 

Were they talking about the same Tsuna? Naru wondered, staring at the 
grey eyes of her classmate. She knew Tsuna since they were five and 
knew her best friend would never ever have the courage to do 
something like that. Heck, he barely had the courage to talk to 
Kyoko, let alone confess to the girl and even more so confess to the 
girl in his underwear. That wasn't Tsuna. 

If Tsuna was going to confess, he would be stuttering, blushing 
bright red and would need her to slap him in the back so he could get 
the words out . 


"That isn't like Tsuna and if he didn't tell me, it's because he's 



embarrassed, " Naru declared, eyeing Kyoko who stood there with a 
flushed red face. "But I'm glad he told you but tell me Kyoko, did 
you give him his answer?" 

"H-His answer?" Kyoko stuttered. 

"He liked you since the end of last year, " Naru said, rolling her 
eyes at him. "I think everyone with a brain can see that but tell me 
Kyoko did you tell him that you return his feelings or not? Or did 
you leave my best-friend in his underwear with no answer?" 

"She run away of course, " Hana yelled. "Do you think she could answer 
that hentai while he's in his underwear? That was the worse way for a 
guy to confess! She's going to reject him for that. Who would be sane 
enough to accept a guy in his underwear?" 

Naru stood up and glared at Hana. "First off, Hana _never ever_ call 
Tsuna a hentai. Tsuna is a lot of things but my best friend isn't a 
pervert, not like every single boy in our school. Secondly, Kyoko 
will be flat-out lucky to date a guy like Tsuna! He's better than 
that sexist Mochida-senpai . " 

"There's nothing wrong with Mochida-senpai," Hana said coldly. "I 
think he's a lot better for Kyoko then that perverted friend of 
yours . " 

"Mochida-senpai doesn't have one ounce of respect for females," Naru 
snarled, clenching her hands. "He is a bully, who always tries to 
hurt people weaker than him? How the hell is he better than Tsuna? 
Tsuna would never hurt someone and has a lot of respect for females. 
He's the one person you can count to have your back, can you say the 
same for Mo chi da?" 

"How can you still defend him?" Hana yelled. "He's a pervert, an 
enemy for every female out there so how can you still want to be 
friends with him?" 

"Because I know Tsuna," Naru roared, clenching her hands into a fist. 
"Do you think Tsuna will have the courage to wear his underwears and 
confess? No, you think he would because you know him all too well, 
bitch let me tell you something I know him better than every person 
in the room. Tsuna will never ever dream of confessing to Kyoko in 
his underwear, he has too much respect for her to do that! The only 
reason why he would confess in his underwear is because someone 
forced him ! " 

Shaking her head, she glanced at Kyoko, who stood there with wide 
eyes. "And Kyoko-chan, I respect you don't get me wrong and I can 
understand the embarrassment you felt but Tsuna isn't a pervert. 
Frankly, he's the nicest, sweetest guy you could ever meet! If I was 
you, I would be happy he showed me attention and not a pig like 
Mochida. Then again, you don't know a damn thing about Tsuna... and 
yet you already decided he's a pervert. For you to make that 
decision, tells me more about who you are and frankly that makes you 
undeserving of Tsuna because Tsuna doesn't deserve this 
bullshit . " 

"N-Naru-chan . " 


Naru blinked her eyes and twisted her body around. She smiled 



sheepishly when she saw Tsuna standing there with his eyes wide open 
and his face flushed red. There were tears building up in his eyes 
and Naru knew that any moment now that her best friend was going to 
cry at her words. If he wanted her to apologize to Kyoko for what she 
said then he had another thing coming because Naru wasn't going to 
let anyone talk bullshit about her friend. 

"You're an idiot to choose Mochida over Tsuna," Naru said softly. 

"And one day you'll regret not picking Tsuna." 

"Well, she won't regret Mochida-senpai, " One of the girls said, 
smiling. "Mochida-senpai wants Tsuna to fight him." 

"He won't fight Tsuna," Naru snapped, glancing at her friend who 
stood there shaking and pale-faced at the girl's face. "If he wants a 
fight then he'll fight me because over my dead body will I allow 
someone to hurt my best friend like that." 

One of the boys glanced at each other and then at her before looking 
at Tsuna, before declaring. "Mochida-senpai told us that in case you 
rejected this fight between him and Tsuna that he'll still fight 
Tsuna so he could protect Kyoko-chan's honour. He's not willing to 
forgive what Tsuna did to Kyoko-chan, nothing you can do will stop 
this fight ! " 

Coward, Naru thought, clenching her hands into a fist. He was willing 
to fight her best friend, who he knew damn well couldn't fight so he 
could protect Kyoko ' s honour? She was going to tear him apart because 
no one was going to hurt her best friend like that. Tsuna didn't mean 
to do that to Kyoko but everyone kept thinking that Tsuna deserved 
it . 

She was going to stop this fight one or the other. 

"Sasagawa, make Mochida-senpai stop this fight or else I'll tear that 
boy from limb to limb," Naru snarled, slamming her hands on Kyoko ' s 
desk. "Get that bastard you call your boyfriend to stop this damn 
fight or else I'll make you wish that you have been able to stop that 
fight because that Mochida-senpai has no honour! Everyone in this 
damn room knows that Tsuna can't fight to save his life." 

"He deserves to be beaten up," One of the girls yelled. "We don't 
care what you say but confessing to Kyoko-chan is a sign of 
disrespect . " 

Naru could feel her hair-splitting apart at the girl's words. 
"Disrespect? Bitch, I know a lot about disrespect and Tsuna hasn't 
disrespected Sasagawa at all! I know Tsuna and I know my best friend 
has nothing but respect for this girl. Yes, he confessed to Sasagawa 
in his underwear but let me tell you something, Tsuna would never do 
something like that unless he was forced too." 

"I can't do anything about it, Naru-chan, " Kyoko said, rubbing the 
back of her neck. "I-I want to but Mochida-senpai won't listen to 


"Make the bastard listen to you, " Naru yelled. "Have you even try? Do 
you want to see an innocent guy get hurt? I didn't take you for a 
sadist! Do you know how precious Tsuna is to me? He's my best friend, 
the one person I don't want to see hurt! He's my precious person. 



He's my family and I don't want to see any member of my family hurt! 
If this was Ryohei-senpai , wouldn't you try to stop the fight? 
Wouldn't you go down to your knees and beg for him to spare your 
brother? Because I will. The bastard that is your boyfriend 
challenged my best friend because of you because you can't stand up 
for yourself for once of your life! This fight started because of you 
so you should be the one to end this fight." 

Kyoko stared at her, looked down at her hands before slowly nodding 
her head. Naru sighed in relief, slumping her shoulders and she 
realized suddenly that she was shaking but from fear or relief, she 
didn't know. She fixed one problem, her best friend wasn't going to 
get into a fight. Tsuna was going to be fine. She did her part. She 
protected him. 

"Uzumaki-san, " One of her classmates said, snapping her out of her 
thoughts. "I-I didn't want to be the bearer of bad news but 
Mochida-senpai already took Tsuna to the gym for the fight." 

Without a second thought, Naru rushed out of the classroom and 

sprinted towards the gym. Tsuna couldn't get into a fight like this. 

He didn't know how to protect himself. How could she stop this fight 
now? She doubted Kyoko could stop the fight by the time she got 
there. Shit, why oh why did the girl have to date an ass like 

Mochida? Why couldn't Kyoko have dated a guy like Yamamoto? Damn the 

girl for being an idiot and dating Mochida. 

If her best friend got hurt, Naru was never going to forgive herself 
for letting Tsuna get hurt. 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>Uzumaki Naru was an interesting girl to hang around his student. 
Reborn thought, staring down at the blond-haired girl rushing towards 
the gym. lemitsu had mentioned about the girl in his files. She was 
Tsuna 's best friend if he remembered correctly. She was similar yet 
so different from his student. The girl was being raised by only her 
mother and they both had sky-flames. Reborn could feel the girl's 
flames from all the way here, but that was where the similarities 
ended . <p> 

This girl had never met her father as lemitsu wrote in the file and 
was also very protective over Tsuna. She came to this town at the age 
of five and befriended Tsuna without any problems, which was one of 
the reasons why Reborn presumed that lemitsu liked the girl. She was 
overprotect ive of Tsuna, Reborn thought, remembering the fight 
between the girl and Tsuna' s crush but that wasn't a bad thing. 

In fact, it was a very good thing for a subordinate to have but 
Reborn doubt the girl was suited to be one. No, the girl was meant to 
be by Tsuna 's side but Reborn didn't know where exactly. He tilted 
his hat and watched closely as the girl slammed opened the gym doors. 
She could potentially be so many things, an informant, an ally or 
maybe even a lover for Tsuna but she was going to be important for 
his charge. 

He narrowed his eyes and stared at the windows from the sides of the 
gym. He immediately noticed the fact that his student had became a 
lot more relax when the blond-haired girl relaxed. The second thing 
that came to his mind was how close they seemed to be standing and 



how at ease they were with each other. Tsuna wasn't like that with 
Kyoko . He stared at Tsuna and noticed the boy's eyes seemed to be a 
lot less dull than when it was declared that he was going to fight 
Mochida . 

It took only the presence of that blond-haired girl for him to be 
like this? 

Interesting, Reborn thought, this girl could be the real driving 
force that Tsuna needed. Now the only question was how could he use 
the girl to help Tsuna? The girl was always protecting Tsuna, he 
could already see that but did Tsuna ever protect her? Did Tsuna ever 
felt like protecting her? Perhaps, if he asked Tsuna about it then 
maybe he had a good idea about where they stood. 

Frankly, from where he was sitting, he could already tell that Tsuna 
was better off being in a relationship with the blond-haired 
girl . 

His musings were interrupted when he caught sight of Tsuna rushing 
out of the gym with the blond-haired girl shaking her head. 

Well, he would ask him about it later but first, he needed his 
student to be a man and fight. 
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><p>Naru was always protecting him, Tsuna thought as he walked 
towards the bathroom, and he was grateful for his best friend for 
doing that but he was starting to regret it. Naru had been defending 
him the whole time, telling everyone in their class that he would 
never confess to Kyoko in his underwear if he hadn't been forced. She 
even got into a fight with one of the few female friends she had 
because of him. Wasn't she fed up trying to protect him? Tsuna 
wondered, pushing the door of the bathroom open.<p> 

Didn't she want to give up on him? 

His thoughts were interrupted when he felt himself being flipped 
over. He felt his heart race quickened as he looked up at his feet, 
where he noticed that one of his legs were tied up. How the hell 
didn't he notice a rope? Kami, if Naru found out about how he fell for 
a simple prank, she would never ever let it go. 

"REBORN!" He yelled when he caught sight of the baby standing there 
with one of his small hands clenching the rope with so much tightness 
that it mustn't be good for his hands. "WHAT THE HELL ARE YOU DOING 
HERE?" 

Reborn smiled and Tsuna immediately knew that wasn't a good sign. "I 
was watching you to see if you will act like a Mafia Boss but it 
seems like your best friend can do a better job than you. Maybe, I 
should make her the boss instead." 

"Don't you drag Naru into this mess!" He yelled. "She doesn't deserve 
this bullshit!" 

"Then act like a Mafia boss, act like a man, " Reborn said, pointing a 
gun at him. "While you're here running away, your best friend is 
trying to clean up your mess. She seems to believe that you aren't 



worthless and that you need protect ing ... but you know that don't you? 
Naru is always going to protect you but you will never protect 
her . " 

"How can I protect Naru? She's too strong," he argued. "I can't 
protect someone who is stronger than me. She can handle herself, not 
like me! She isn't like me. She will always protect me because I 
can't protect myself, I'm weak." 

"Then get stronger and beat Mochida, " Reborn said, pointing the gun 
at him. "The longer you stay here, the more likely it is your best 
friend would do something she'll regret. I bet if Mochida tells her 
that the fight will only stop if she says she'll go out with 
him. " 

"Naru will never go out with him, " he yelled. "Naru hates guys like 
Mochida . " 

"Then prevent her from doing that... the only way to stop her is to 
beat up Mochida." 

With those words. Reborn pulled the trigger and Tsuna felt himself 
crashing down to the ground. For a brief moment, Tsuna felt his life 
flashed before his eyes but one memory kept coming up. The memory of 
Naru smiling widely at him when he visited, Kushina-obaasan teasing 
about him liking Naru and finally Naru declaration of how she was 
going to date a guy who was stronger than her and someone she 
loved . 

He couldn't let her date someone she had no feeling for. 

He would regret the fact that he couldn't protect Naru from 
Mochida . 

He was going to beat Mochida up so that Naru could still have that 
dream of hers because he would hate to see her cry. 

"I'M GOING TO BEAT UP MOCHIDA WITH MY DYING WILL AND STOP NARU FROM 
GOING OUT WITH MOCHIDA-SENPAI ! " 

He could never ever forgive himself if Naru stopped giving him those 
smiles . 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><pXstrong>AN : Please review** 


3 . Chapter 3 

**A/N: I want to thank everyone who reviewed the last chapter. I also 
want to thank everyone who added this story to their favourites and 
follows . * * 
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><p>Staring at the sneering face of Mochida-senpai , Naru couldn't 
help but want to punch the idiot for daring to hurt her friend. She 
was going to make his life hell because no one and she meant no one 
was allowed to challenge her friend for unfair fight. How dare the 



bastard tried to make Tsuna use a bamboo sword? If he wanted a kendo 
match then Naru would be more then happy to hit him with 
it . <p> 

After all, her mother did teach her how to use katana especially 
since her clan was famous for using them. 

She would show him the way of the Uzumaki Clan, no her way of how she 
treated bastards like him. 

"Since Tsuna isn't here. I'll fight for him," Naru said, curling her 
lips into a smile at the older teen. "Of course if that is alright 
with you. I mean you won't have a problem if some girl beat you up 
right Mochida-senpai ? " 

"You, Uzumaki? Do you even know how to play kendo?" Mochida asked, 
laughing. "This isn't a fight where you can use your fist, you have 
to use the sword if you want to get a point off me. Unlike 
Dame-Tsuna, I know you will have no problem of getting a point so to 
make things harder for you, you have to get three points off me by 
using the kendo stick." 

"Alright but if I win, you'll take back the words you said to Tsuna," 
Naru said, smiling widely at him. "And you will go to Kyoko-chan and 
tell her that she isn't a prize to be won or else I'll use this stick 
and send you to the nurse." 

Mochida glanced at the shinai and then at her before nodding his head 
at her. She grimaced. It was not obvious but Naru could see the glee 
in his eyes when he stared at the shinai. The bastard did something 
to this sword didn't he? Naru thought, picking up the shinai from the 
ground. Whenever her father's student came over to Namimori for a 
visit, he would always tell her to look underneath the underneath. It 
wasn't something she understood until her mother explained to her 
that Kakashi was telling her to always look behind people's 
actions . 

Staring down at the shinai, Naru wondered if the bastard had tried to 
rig the sword on her friend and if so, did he really think this 
shinai would be enough for her to not beat him up? She was Uzumaki 
Naru, the daughter of the Red Hot-Blooded Habnero, the daughter of 
the Yondaime Hokage and she was going to become the future Hokage . 

She wasn't a weakling. She had been trained in the ninja arts for as 
long as she could remember. 

Nothing the bastard could do would stop her from beating him 
up . 


"H-How?" Mochida stuttered, snapping her from her train of thought. 
"H-How can you lift it?" 

Naru furrowed her eyebrows and stared at the shinai in her right 
hand. Why shouldn't she be able to lift it? It wasn't anything heavy 
but she might be bias because of the amount of training her mother 
made her went through. Shrugging her shoulder, Naru placed the shinai 
close to her chest and stared coldly at the boy, who tried to make 
her best-friend go through hell. 

"I don't know what the hell you are talking about Mochida-senpai but 
I want this fight to get started, " Naru said, smiling widely at the 



boy. "I want to show you and every single person in this damn hall 
what happens to them when you mess with my best-friend. Just because 
I'm a part of the judo club doesn't mean that I can't do any damage 
to you with a shinai . " 

She was going to hit him so hard till he cried for his mother before 
sending him to Tsuna so he could apologize. Hopefully, if she made an 
example out of Mochida then everyone would get the idea to leave 
Tsuna alone. 

_Slam !_ 

Naru blinked her eyes and twisted her body around to find the source 
of this noise. She rubbed her eyes as she realized that it was Tsuna 
who caused the doors to slam open. What the hell happened to him? 

Naru thought, staring at her half-naked friend who rushed passed her. 
She furrowed her eyebrows as Tsuna continued to run towards Mochida, 
who curled his lips into a smile. 

Why the hell was Tsuna half-naked? This wasn't like Tsuna at all, 

Naru thought, staring at her half-naked friend. He would never ever 
dream of running in the hall half-naked, especially when everyone 
could see his underwear. Naru glanced at Hana and Kyoko, who looked 
away from her and Naru grimaced. She might need to apologize about 
her comments because Naru hadn't really truly believed them when they 
said Tsuna confessed when he was half-naked. This just changed 
everything . 

Later, when Tsuna was more like himself, Naru was going to ask him 
questions about this. 

_Snap ._ 

Naru blinked her eyes and gawked as Mochida 's shinai snapped in half 
when it hit Tsuna 's head. She felt her throat become dry as Tsuna 
slammed his forehead with Mochida. When was Tsuna this strong? Naru 
wondered, staring at her best friend. When did Tsuna ever have the 
courage to do this? She couldn't help but ask herself as Tsuna rushed 
towards the fallen Mochida. 

How could her friend change in a space of two minutes? 

She felt her lips become dry as Tsuna started to pull Mochida 's hair 
apart. Should she stop him? He would regret it later because unlike 
her, Tsuna never had the stomach for violence. It was a fact Naru 
learnt early in their friendship when she tried to teach him how to 
defend himself from his bullies. Heck, when she tried to get him to 
punch the tree, Tsuna hesitated and shook his head at her. 

So what was causing him to snap? 

"HYAKUPON!" Tsuna yelled, snapping her out of her train of 
thought . 

She smiled widely when she caught sight of Mochida 's bald head. 

Didn't that serve him right? This was what he get for trying to hurt 
her friend. Nodding her head, Naru glanced at Tsuna. Her best-friend 
stared wide-eyed at the sight of Mochida before glancing around the 
gym. Why was he so surprise? Naru wondered, walking towards Tsuna. He 
should be happy. He defeated Mochida without any problem, without 



having her intervention. If she was in his shoes, she would be 
happy . 

"Naru?" Tsuna asked, tilting his head at her as she walked towards 
him. "You weren't going to go out with Mochida-senpai if I didn't 
beat him right?" 

Why the hell would he think like that? Was she an idiot? As much as 
she wanted to protect Tsuna, she wasn't ever going to scarifice her 
weekends for a bastard like Mochida. She would have found every other 
way before agreeing to go out with a bastard like him. 

"No, Tsuna," Naru said, smiling widely. "Do I look like the kind of 
girl who would go out with an asshole like Mochida? I thought you 
knew me better than that! What the hell made you think I would go out 
with a sexist asshole like Mochida?" 

Tsuna laughed nervously. "W-Well because I thought Mochida might 
tried talking to you about going out with him by saying if you went 
out with him then he wouldn't fight me." 

Naru's eyes softened at her best-friend's words and without a second 
thought, she pulled him in for a hug. "Tsuna, you're big idiot if you 
think I would ever do that. You're my best-friend and I would do 
anything to protect you except go out with an asshole. You know I 
would beat Mochida-senpai for even suggesting something like 
that . " 

"I thought so too buta€ 1 " 

"You don't need to worry about me dating assholes because of you," 
Naru said, smiling widely. "I told you didn't I? If the bastard isn't 
strong enough or doesn't meet my standard then we won't work 
out . " 

"Narua€ 1 " 

"Yeah. " 

"I'm sorry for making you fight my fights." 

What the hell was going through Tsuna 's mind? Naru wondered, staring 
at her best-friend's vibrant brown eyes. When had he ever say things 
like this to her? Did he think he was a bother to her? Because he 
wasn't one, he was her best-friend, the one person she could trust 
with most of her secrets. He was the person who knew her better than 
she knew herself. How could he ever say something like that?' 

"You never made me fight your fights, " Naru said firmly, staring at 
her friend. "I fought your fights because I can't stand the idea of 
seeing you hurt. I know you hate fighting so I fight your battles so 
that you never had to do something you hate. I'm willing to do 
anything to make sure you're fine." 

"Naru, I'll make sure that you don't ever have to fight my battles 
again . " 

"Tsunaa€ 1 " 

"You told me that after we graduate from Middle-School that you and 



Kushina-obaasan will go back to your hometown didn't you?" Tsuna 
asked, smiling at her. "You can't protect me forever so I should 
learn how to protect myself. I'm going to make sure you never ever 
have to worry about me." 

Naru didn't know why but for some reason, she hugged her best-friend 
even tighter then before. Maybe, it was because she knew the truth 
behind his words. She wasn't going to protect him forever and no 
matter how much she wanted to bring Tsuna and his mother to her 
birthplace, she knew Tsuna would never be happy. He would never be 
happy to be surrounded with killers and for that reason alone, she 
knew she could never ask him to come with her after 
graduation . 

"Idiot, I'm always going to worry about you," Naru said, smiling. 
"Especially now that you confirm everyone's rumors that you are a 
pervert . " 

"W-What?" 

"You're half-naked Tsuna," Naru laughed. "What the hell were you 
thinking fighting half-naked?" 

"I-I can explain!" 

"You can explain when we go to my house after school." 

"Naru, don't make decisions without telling me!" 

Despite saying that, Naru could see the smile on his face and Naru 
knew that Tsuna and her were just going to be fine. 
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><p>The rest of the day went by without any problems. Everyone in 
school kept glancing and whispering about the incident with Tsuna and 
Mochida but no one tried to target her best-friend for the first time 
in weeks. Eor the first time in months, Naru felt like she didn't 
have to be concerned about someone trying to corner her best-friend. 
Grinning widely, Naru hummed to herself as she leaned against their 
classroom wall, waiting for him to finish packing up.<p> 

She felt her smile slip when Yamamoto stared at her. He glanced at 
her and gave her a small smile before walking away with his baseball 
friends. _The idiot is doing it again, _ Naru thought, clenching her 
hands into a fist as she continued to stare at Yamamoto, who had a 
huge smile on his face as his friends made jokes. Did he ever stop 
doing it? How could he handle being something he wasn't? She shook 
her head. 

Why did she care? 

Yamamoto made his decision about who he stood 
with . 

"Naru-chana€ 1 " 

Naru blinked her eyes and smiled at Tsuna, who stared at her with so 
much concern that she hated the fact he was worried about her. It 
wasn't his job to worry about her and her problems. It should be her 



worrying about her best-friend to make sure that he didn't get 
hurt . 

"It's nothing you should worry about." 

"Is it about Yamamoto?" Tsuna asked, eyeing the fading figure of 
Yamamoto. "You never told me why Yamamoto and you stopped talking in 
the end of last year." 

"Yamamoto decided to be friends with a bunch of assholes, " Naru said 
as they made their way to the entrance of the school. "I told him 
that those assholes he was hanging out weren't really his friends, 
that he shouldn't choose those bastards over you and me. Y ' know what 
the bastard said? Said that he wasn't picking, that I was just making 
things up and I told him if that is what he feels then our friendship 
was over . " 

"Narua€ 1 " 

"I'm not going to be friends with someone that is fake," Naru said, 
putting her hands into her pockets. "And I don't want Yamamoto to be 
forced to pick between you and me or those assholes ... so I made the 
decision for him." 

"Naru-chan, you didn't know what his decision was going to be," Tsuna 
said, shaking his head. "For all you know, Yamamoto might have picked 
us over his baseball friends." 

"I wasn't going to take the chance he would," Naru stated, pursing 
her lips. "Besides, it's in the past... he made his 
decision . " 

"Yamamoto regrets it, " Tsuna said, frowning as Naru slipped on her 
regular shoes. 

Naru stared at her friend's warm brown eyes and sighed. There was no 
way she could tell him, she doubted Yamamoto regretted his decision. 
She didn't like hurting his feelings, never had and probably never 
will. She smiled and shook her head at him. 

"Well, I don't care about what he decided!" Naru said, grinning at 
him. "Now, let's talk about a different topic... why the hell were you 
acting so crazy during the fight with Mochida?" 

The smile on Tsuna 's face faded at her question and not for the first 
time in her life, Naru felt terrible for causing her friend 

distressed. She knew it was too soon for her to ask him but Naru was 

just too curious to know what caused the sudden personality split. 

From the moment they were five, Naru knew Tsuna didn't have a single 

violent bone in his body. 

"I don't want to talk about it," Tsuna said, stuffing his hands into 
his pockets. "I want to forget that today happen!" 

"Y'know that everyone will be talking about it for at least a month," 
Naru said, smiling. 

Tsuna groaned at her words but Naru just shook her head before 
swinging her arm around him. He looked at her in surprise but Naru 
just smiled softly at him, before glancing up at the sky. It was just 



like Tsuna to hate people talking about him but this time, Naru knew 
people were going to see how awesome Tsuna was. They were going to 
see what she had always seen. 

She was both excited and worried about that day coming because Tsuna 
wouldn't just be her best-friend. 

"Do you think if I skip school tomorrow that no one would 
notice? " 


"Nope . " 

"Why did I have to do that? I knew you can protect yourself but I 
don't want people to continue to think I'm a pervert." 

"I thought you were cool," Naru admitted, smiling widely at him. "You 
look so awesome pulling out that bastard's hair and the handchop? Now 
that was a surprise but I think Mochida-senpai deserved it. You know 
if you continue doing things like this, a lot of girls are going to 
be chasing after you! Girls like guys that are strong." 

Tsuna flushed red at her words before shaking his head at her. She 
frowned. Did he really think no one was going to look at him in that 
way? Didn't he realize just how cute he look? Naru remembered when 
she first met Tsuna, she thought the boy was like a small lion, so 
adorable and cute but had the potential of being scary. Though she 
might have thought of him like that because he looked like a mini 
version of her father. 

Now that she thought of it, wasn't it weird how she was best-friends 
with a guy who looked so much like her father? 

"I wasn't cool," Tsuna said. "I didn't really do anything...! didn't 
tell him what I thought about his wager on Kyoko-chan. If he was 
dating Kyoko-chan then he shouldn't make her seem like a prize to be 
won. She isn't a prize to be won, she's a person with her own 
rights . " 

Yes, she was, Naru agreed as they made another turn to the streets 
leading her home. Naru might have hated Kyoko for how she treated her 
best-friend's feelings but the girl didn't deserve to be called a 
prize. No one deserved to be called a prize. It was degrading and 
Naru knew despite what she said about Kyoko, Naru knew the girl had 
more then enough brains to break her relationship with the Kendo 
Captain . 

Kyoko was still a smart girl despite the fact she acted like an 
airhead at times. 

"Hey Tsuna, why do you like Kyoko?" 

"H-Huh?" Tsuna asked, furrowing his eyebrows. "W-Why do you want to 
know why I like Kyoko?" 

"I'm just curious," Naru answered, shrugging her shoulder. "Y'know 
I've never ever liked someone before so I want to know why you 
decided in the end of last year why you like Kyoko. I mean there are 
a lot of girls you could like but you liked Kyoko. If you don't want 
to tell me then that's fine but I'm curious." 



Tsuna stared at her for a good couple of seconds, looked up at the 
sky and answered weakly, "Because she's nice, her smile is the best 
and she's also cute. I don't know why Naru, I just like her... you 'll 
understand why when you like someone." 

"There's a lot of girls who are nice and cute," Naru said, leaning 
against one foot. "I don't understand why Kyoko . " 

"I don't know why too," Tsuna said, slumping his shoulders. "I-I 
didn't ask to like her... it just happened. Besides, she isn't the 
right one for me, I mean she wouldn't even try to save me from 
Mochida-senpai if you hadn't scream at her face." 

"Tsuna... I'm sorry about it." 

"I don't want to think about it Naru-chan, " Tsuna said softly. "She 
wasn't who I thought she was." 

Shaking her head, Naru hugged Tsuna. "Don't worry about it, there are 
other girls out there for ya ! Girls who will appreciate how good you 
are to them!" 

"It's easy for you to say Naru-chan, you've never liked someone 
before . " 

Naru stared at Tsuna for a good few seconds, tilted her head and 
closed her eyes as she tried to imagine herself liking someone. She 
wasn't going to fall for someone who was a pushover or someone who 
she could never ever respect. She didn't want to fall in love with a 
guy who would leave her without a warning or give her stupid excuses 
about why he left. No, she didn't want that. She also didn't want to 
be blind with the guy's fault. She wanted a relationship where she 
felt like an equal, a relationship where she knew why she fell for 
the guy. 

"I hope if I like a guy that I know why and that he's a guy who 
appreciates me," Naru declared, putting her hands into her pockets. 

"I want a guy who was like my Dad." 

"Like your Dad?" Tsuna asked, furrowing his eyebrow. "You want a guy 
who save you like how your Dad save your mother?" 

"No, I want a guy who loves me for all my faults, " Naru answered. "My 
Dad knew the kind of woman my mom was and he knew just how strong she 
was... the only reason why he saved my Mum was because he knew my Mum 
couldn't save herself from five very strong man. Y ' know he loved my 
Mum since they were kids? I didn't know that until my godfather came 
here and tell me stories about my old man." 

"Your Dad loved your Mum for that long?" 

"Yup, " Naru said, grinning. "Mum didn't love him for as long as that 
but Dad found a way to win my Mom's heart. Ero-sennin found it funny 
how long it took my Dad to ask her out and the amount of times my Mom 
rejected him. He never once gave up on her." 

"Why did your Mom rejected him?" 

"Why don't you ask her? You should ask her about advice on 
Kyoko-chan . " 



Tsuna shook his head. "And have her pout about why I don't like you 
in that way? No, thank you." 

"Mum won't pout," Naru laughed. "She will tell you how heartbroken 
she is that you don't like me in that way but she won't pout." 

Her mother would never think bad about Tsuna because Naru knew that 
her mother saw her best-friend as the son she never had. Her mother 
never said it but Naru had seen the way her mother would flick her 
eyes from the image of her father and then at Tsuna before giving her 
best-friend a smile. Whenever that happened, Naru knew her mother was 
missing her father. Her father had been the only man who seen through 
the Kyuubi and saw her mother for who she was and for that Naru knew 
her father was the best man he had been. 

Was he a great father? Well that was another thing 
entirely . 

"Naru... can you not mention the incident with Mochida-senpai ? " 

"You think I'm so cruel as to let my mother tease you about beating 
up Mochida in your underwear?" 

"Yes . " 

"Don't worry, I won't tell her." 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>Kushina couldn't help but smile widely as she watched her 
daughter and Tsuna play the latest video game that her daughter 
bought. Staring at the two of them, she couldn't help but think about 
how much time had passed since she came to live in this small town 
with her daughter. It was nearly nine years since they came here from 
Sunagakure, nearly nine years since Kushina decided to leave the 
Elemental Nations with her daughter and not once did Kushina regret 
her actions.<p> 

This was the best decision she made for Naru. If Kushina stayed in 
Sunagakure or even in Konoha, she knew her baby girl was either going 
to get bullied because of the kids' parents or get kidnapped because 
the council elders didn't like the idea of Naru growing up like a 
normal girl. Her daughter would never have the same smile she had 
right now. Her daughter would be so alone if they had stayed in 
Konoha ... okay maybe not completely alone because her daughter would 
have her and Kushina knew Mikoto would have came over with Sasuke to 
play with but, it wouldn't have been enough. 

She shook her head and crossed her arms against her chest as her 
daughter pump her fist up in the air when she beat Tsuna in the 
game . 

"This is how Naru Uzumaki always win!" Her daughter gloated, smiling 
cheekily at Tsuna. 

The brown-haired boy laughed and shook his head. "That's one time! 
I'll beat you in the next round, you might be good in beating people 
up in real life but in video games we're even." 



"Say that after you beat me in the match!" Naru said, narrowing her 
eyes at the screen. "I'm the best video gamer you can meet in this 
town Tsuna, don't you forget!" 

Minato would have laughed at her daughter's words, Kushina thought, 
walking towards the kitchen to prepare their dinner. He would tell 
her that Naru had her personality before ruffling their daughter's 
hair and giving Tsuna a glare. Her husband would have hated and loved 
Tsuna. He would have hated the boy for making their daughter devoted 
to him but loved him because Naru was happy with him. 

Though Tsuna was not the worse male Naru could have hang out 
with . 

Kyoya Hibari was not a boy Kushina wanted around her daughter because 
while that boy was strong, he would not have the tolerance to deal 
with her sweet little girl's pain. She pursed her lips and twisted 
her head around to look at the two teens. She smiled softly at the 
sight of how close those two were sitting to each other. How long 
would they be like this? How long would her daughter and Tsuna remain 
like this? One day, Naru and her would have to go back to Konoha and 
when that day happened, Kushina knew her daughter would never be the 
same . 

"_Mama ! I made a new friend today! His name is Tsunayoshi but I 
decided to call him Tsuna because his name is a mouthful! He's going 
to be my best-friend just like how Mikoto-obaasan is yours ! "_ 

From the day Naru came to her holding Tsuna 's hand, Kushina knew 
without a doubt those two were going to be joined by the hip. There 
was something about the brown-haired boy which drew people in, that 
made her want to worry and coddle the boy as much as she did with 
Naru. She closed her eyes. Just like her daughter and Minato, Tsuna 
drew people's attention but unlike her daughter and Minato, it was 
never for the best of reasons. She didn't understand why but people 
kept bullying Tsuna even though there was nothing about the boy, 
which made him deserve it. 

"I beat you!" Tsuna said, grinning at her as the words K.O appeared 
in the screen. "Now who is the best video gamer, Naru-chan!" 

"I want a rematch!" Naru cried, crossing her arms at him. 

"Don't you two have homework to do?" Kushina asked them, drawing 
their attention away from the screen. "As much as I like seeing you 
two play video games, I still have to remind you guys have to do your 
homework . " 

"But it can take us ten minutes to complete it ! " Her daughter cried, 
pouting. "Besides Tsuna had a bad day." 

Tsuna looked at her daughter in alarm but Naru shook her head at 
Tsuna, before looking at her with such wide eyes. If her daughter 
thought the puppy dog look was going to work on her then her daughter 
had another thing coming, because Kushina had quickly learnt to 
become immune to her daughter's charms by the time Naru was 
six . 


"Tsuna confessed to Kyoko-chan." 



"And she said no?" Kushina asked Tsuna, who slumped his 
shoulder . 

"N-Not exactly, Kushina-obaacahn . . . she didn't give me a reply." 

_The girl better give you a reply soon because you're not going to 
wait forever for her,_ Kushina thought, gesturing for her daughter to 
continue with their game. No matter what Tsuna thought, no matter 
what her daughter thought, relationships at their age rarely last. 

The feelings Tsuna had were those of a boy in his puppy love phase, a 
phase that he would soon outgrow. 

It was a phase Kushina didn't want to see her daughter in. 

"Since you had a bad day, why don't I make ya my famous ramen and 
ice-cream?" Kushina asked the brown-haired boy. 

The boy smiled widely at her and nodded his head. "That would be nice 
Kushina-obaachan but if you don't mind of course." 

"I don't mind Tsuna, ice cream makes everyone feel better... and ramen 
too ! " 

"I don't understand how your Mum and you think that ramen cheers 
everyone up." 

"We understand that ramen is the food of the gods... it 'll be a matter 
of time before we can make you realize this, " her daughter said 
seriously, giving him a smile. "Now let's get back to me kicking your 


"Shouldn't you be taking easy on me?" 

"Hell no." 

In two years, Kushina would never ever hear her daughter and Tsuna 
arguing over silly things like this. In two years, her daughter would 
finally become an official ninja, forced to do things that she only 
ever told her daughter about. It was a long time away but Kushina 
didn't want to lose this. 

When those two were playing their games, she was going to take a 
picture of them. 

■jk" ■jk" ■jk" 


><p>AN : Please review and tell me what you think. The next chapter 
Gokudera is introduced and there will be interaction between Naru and 
Yamamoto . 


End 
f lie . 



